


Welcome to

Thank you, 
NHA Newtown Historic Market Day Volunteers!

Our Newtown Historic Association sponsors Newtown Historic Market 
Day every year on the first weekend in October. This event has been 
held successfully for over 40 years and has become a Newtown 
tradition. Every year, making Newtown Historic Market Day a reality is 
dependent on the many hours of work done by volunteers.  

NHA Members, residents of our local community, school students and 
many others volunteer in the planning, set up and execution of Newtown 
Historic Market Day. It takes those volunteering for the first time to those 
who dedicate their time year after year to stage this event.

We want to recognize all of those individuals who helped this year. 
Thank you for your time, talent and contribution to continuing the 
Newtown Historic Market Day tradition. You help to make it a success 
each year and this in-turn helps the NHA to raise the necessary funds 
to maintain the Half-moon Inn and Gardens and to preserve Newtown’s 
unique heritage. 

Newtown Historic Market Day

Your Newtown Historic Association

The Newtown Historic Association (NHA) organizes the Newtown 
Historic Market Day event annually to celebrate the colonial tradition 

of local farmers and homesteaders bringing 
their crops, livestock, and homemade wares 
into town to sell to neighbors & townspeople.  
It is our proud tradition to feature high-quality 
crafters, artisans & fine artists; colonial-era 
demonstrations, reenactments & activities; 
farm stands; entertainment for all ages; and 
food from local restaurants. 

We welcome you to our historic borough, and we hope you have an 
incredible day celebrating the roots of our community.
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12:00 - 4:00 pm Bill Dooley 
 Near the Court Inn

10:00 am - Noon Steve Tourison 
 Research Center/Mercer St.

1:30 - 3:30 pm  Mike Pfeiffer 
  Research Center/Mercer St.

11:00 am Puppet Show 
 Boone Garden across from the Court Inn

12:00 pm Corn Husking Contest 
 Mercer Street

1:00 pm Puppet Show 
 Boone Garden across from the Court Inn

2:00 pm Pie Eating Contest 
 Mercer Street

3:00 pm  Puppet Show 
 Boone Garden across from the Court Inn
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Sponsors
A special thanks to our Newtown Historic Market Day Sponsors:

Platinum Sponsor

Gold Sponsors

Silver Sponsors Bronze Sponsor
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Donated Services

Leck Waste Services

Starbucks

McCaffrey’s Food Markets

Allan Smith

Association for the Blind

Newtown Borough

Pete Spera

Newtown Mechanical

Geno Peruzzi

Stock Development Group, Inc.

Nothing Bundt Cakes

Newtown Merchantile

Newtown Experience®

Thank you to the following for donated goods & services:

7



The Court Inn
A Brief History of

The Court Inn, known as the Half-Moon 

Inn during the mid 18th century, is one of 

the oldest and most historic buildings 

in Newtown. It was the original home 

of Margaret and Joseph Thornton, built 

in 1733 as a tavern, and was a popular 

gathering place when Newtown was the 

County Seat.

COURT INN, 105 COURT STREET, NEWTOWN, PA
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The Newtown Historic Association was the 
recipient of the north portion of the property 
in 1964 as a gift from Robert L. LaRue and his 
wife, Ruth. The LaRues also gave $25,000 
to restore the structure. The NHA then 
purchased the south residence in 1974 and 
fully restored it in 1982. After the restoration, 
the two doors connecting the two properties 
were re-opened to make it back into one 
building. The Half-moon Inn (Court Inn) has 
served as the headquarters of the Newtown 
Historic Association ever since and is on the 
National Register of Historic Places.

At the present time, the south portion of the 
Half-moon Inn (Court Inn) serves as a recep-
tion area and includes several rooms that 
have been restored to their original décor. 
The north side contains the tavern room 
and the room behind it where the original 
Thornton family lived. The second floor 
houses the Edward Hicks room along with  
a restored tavern bedroom.

ORIGINAL NOTICE OF SALE, HALF-MOON (COURT) INN
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Resident landscape painter Craig 
Hackett was born in Somers point, NJ 
in 1939. During World War II, the family 
moved to Philadelphia so that his father,  

a machinist by 
trade, could work in 
a defense plant to 
support the family 
while assisting the 
war effort. Along 
with his younger 
brother and sister, 
Craig was raised in 
Philadelphia and 

lived there until he joined the US Air 
Force in 1957 after high school. His four 
year enlistment was spent serving  
in Texas, New York and Iceland.  

In the mid 1970’s Craig decided he 
wanted to try his hand at painting. He 
began with oil pastels and within a year 
switched to acrylics with the expectation 
that this path would eventually lead him 
to watercolors for which he harbored 
a secret yearning to try. After a few 
years the urge to paint with watercolors 
became irresistible and he promptly 
became addicted after his initial attempt.  
Consequently, Craig has focused on this 
medium for the past thirty plus years  
and considers it essential to produce  
the results he desires for his painting 
of historic homes, churches and Bucks 
County landscapes. Being mostly self-
taught, Craig’s distinctive style incorpo-
rates bold color and contrast in his water-
colors and acrylics which evoke a sense 
of energy and drama while offering the 
viewer a feeling of familiarity. His love of 
gardening and nature is evident in the 
whimsical landscaping found in many of 
his commissioned works.  

At first, Hackett was drawn to 
Bucks simply because of the 
area’s rich historic background, 
state and county parks and many 
beautiful landscapes. Inspired by 
his surroundings, he soon found 
himself painting historic homes, 
churches, and other landmarks 
from the Bucks County area.   
“I like pretty much everything 
about Bucks, so when I painted, 
it was a natural thing to do”. 

Craig Hackett
Artist Spotlight:

10

CRAIG CAN BE REACHED AT  
PANETOR@GMAIL.COM OR VISIT  

CRAIGHACKETT.COM



The NHA’s Callahan Research 
Center on Mercer Street is a 
repository of records focusing 
on Newtown history from its 
founding to the present time.

The collection includes deeds, wills, 
diaries, genealogies, photographs, 
directories, inventories and maps 
dealing with Newtown people, land, 
houses, farms, schools, service organi-
zations, events and many other topics 
of interest. The collections are of 
particular value to persons interested 
in genealogical information of former 
Newtown residents, and the maps 
and deeds are of assistance to those 
studying land history or dating historic 
houses in the Newtown area. 

The original Research Center was 
opened in 1982 and the core of the 
collection was a gift from Edward 
R. Barnsley, a long time Newtown 
resident, collector and preservationist. 
The new Research Center, opened in 
August 2019, is located at 100 Mercer 
Street, Newtown – just around the 
corner from the Newtown Historic 
Association headquarters.

Newtown Historic 
Association 
Callahan  
Research Center

100 Mercer Street 
Newtown, Pennsylvania 18940

Tuesdays 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
Thursdays 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM 
and by Appointment

Cherish  our 
History to 
Preserve  

our Future

NEWTOWN HISTORIC ASSOCIATION RESEARCH CENTER

Research Center
The NHA’s Callahan
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INVESTING IN COMMUNITY SINCE 1972
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Mary Dinneen
Mary.Dinneen@foxroach.com
(215) 882-3117

Katie Dinneen
Katie.Dinneen@foxroach.com
(267) 253-1187

Mary Dinneen

Working for
Buyers & Sellers

since 1996.

Named by Philadelphia Magazine as

“One of Ten Realtors
You Can Trust
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Well wishes for a successful Market Day!

BIRD-IN-HAND • STATE STREET • NEWTOWN, PA 

Thank you

Newtown Historic Market Day 
Sponsors!

2023



Open House

The streets of Newtown Borough 
will be filled with the sights & 

sounds of the season, as tour-
goers visit beautifully decorated 

private homes & buildings!
Purchase Tickets at

newtownhistoric.org or at
the Stocking Works &
Half Moon Inn on 12/2.

Dec. 2
10am-4pmSA

T

Join your friends and neighbors 
to celebrate the holidays and 

spread cheer at Newtown’s 
Annual Holiday Parade!

Parade starts at
Sycamore & State Streets.

Parade
Holiday

2pm
Dec. 3

SU
N

Tree Lighting
Holiday

Gather at the Washington 
Street parking lot of the
Fire Company at 6pm.
Tree Lighting at 7pm.

Join us to
kick o�f the

Holiday Season!

Dec.  1
6pmFR

I
Celebrate the
Holiday Season!

More
Info Scan

Scan
Scanne

w
to
w
nh

ist
ori

c.org

for 

Upcoming Events
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Thank you for attending 
Newtown Historic Market Day!

The NHA would like to thank the community 
for its support over the last 48 years. 


